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I. Introduction 
 

These standards are established by the Idaho Department of Health and Welfare, Division of Public Health, 

Bureau of Emergency Medical Services and Preparedness to define the minimum standards to which approved 

Idaho EMS Education Program initial education will be held accountable. These Standards include the 2021 

National Emergency Medical Services Educational Standards published by the National Highway 

Transportation Safety Board, Office of Emergency Medical Services.  

 

II. Initial EMS Education Requirements 
 

Department-approved EMS Education Programs must meet or exceed the didactic education and psychomotor 

training objectives of the approved curriculum.  

i. State and National Standards: Idaho EMS follows the National EMS Scope of Practice Model in 

establishing EMS provider license levels. The minimum guidelines for student competencies, 

clinical behaviors, and judgments that should be met by entry-level EMS providers at each of these 

license levels are defined in Appendix A. 

ii.  Idaho-Specific Content: All initial EMS courses must include the following Idaho-specific content, 

developed professionally and approved by the Department, if available: 

a. Physician Order for Scope of Treatment (POST); 

b. Safe Haven; 

c. Landing Zone Officer; and 

d. Extrication Awareness 

iii.  National Content: All initial EMS courses must include the following national content: 

a. Incident Command System ICS-100 and ICS-700; and 

b. HazMat Awareness. 

  



4 

 

III. Idaho-Specific Content  
 

The following content addresses concepts not covered in the National EMS Education Standards. If 

Department-developed training materials are unavailable, Education Programs must develop curriculum that 

meets or exceeds the objectives of the topic. 

i. Physician Order for Scope of Treatment (POST): familiarizes the student with the document, 

understanding patient care goals and honoring treatment preferences for life-sustaining measures. 

ii.  Safe Haven: provides the student with foundational knowledge of Idaho Safe Haven laws and processes. 

Includes identifying Safe Haven locations, responsibilities of the Safe Haven, and provider 

considerations. 

iii.  Landing Zone Officer: instructs the student on operating as the point of contact for helicopter landing 

zone operations. Includes LZ assessment, communications systems, hazard detection, and air/ground 

coordination. 

iv. Extrication Awareness: provides foundational knowledge of motor-vehicle crash and extrication 

practices and safety. Topics include scene hazards, basic stabilization, appropriate PPE, hazard 

mitigation, and packaging patients. 

 

IV. National Content 
 

The following content has been developed by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and can be 

accessed via the Emergency Management Institute, at: https://training.fema.gov/.  

i. ICS-100: Introduction to the Incident Command System: the course describes the history, features and 

principles, and organizational structure of the Incident Command System. It also explains the 

relationship between ICS and the National Incident Management System (NIMS). 

ii.  ICS-700: Introduction to the National Incident Management System: the course provides learners with a 

basic understanding of NIMS concepts, principles, and components. 

iii.  HazMat Awareness: provide a general introduction to hazardous materials, health and environmental 

regulations, hazmat identification systems, health consideration, and preparation for hazmat incidents. 

  

https://training.fema.gov/
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V. EMS Personnel License Levels 
 

The following are descriptions of EMS personnel license levels, as defined by the National EMS Scope of 

Practice Model, in reference to the provider levels in Appendix A. 

 

Emergency Medical Responder (EMR) 

The EMR is an out of hospital practitioner whose primary focus is to initiate immediate lifesaving care to 

patients while ensuring patient access to the emergency medical services system. EMRs possess the basic 

knowledge and skills necessary to provide lifesaving interventions while awaiting additional EMS response and 

rely on an EMS or public safety agency or larger scene response that includes other higher-level medical 

personnel. When practicing in less populated areas, EMRs may have a low call volume coupled with being the 

only care personnel for prolonged periods awaiting arrival of higher levels of care. EMRs may assist but should 

not be the highest-level person caring for a patient during ambulance transport. EMRs are often the first to 

arrive on scene. They must quickly assess patient needs, initiate treatment, and request additional resources. 

 

Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) 

An EMT is a health professional whose primary focus is to respond to, assess and triage emergent, urgent, and 

non-urgent requests for medical care, apply basic knowledge and skills necessary to provide patient care and 

medical transportation to/from an emergency or health care facility. Depending on a patient’s needs and/or 

system resources, EMTs are sometimes the highest level of care a patient will receive during an ambulance 

transport. EMTs often are paired with higher levels of personnel as part of an ambulance crew or other 

responding group. With proper supervision, EMTs may serve as a patient care team member in a hospital or 

health care setting to the full extent of their education, certification, licensure, and credentialing. In a 

community setting, an EMT might visit patients at home and make observations that are reported to a higher-

level authority to help manage a patient’s care. When practicing in less populated areas, EMTs may have low 

call volume coupled with being the only care personnel during prolonged transports. EMTs may provide 

minimal supervision of lower level personnel. EMTs can be the first to arrive on scene; they are expected to 

quickly assess patient conditions, provide stabilizing measures, and request additional resources, as needed.  

 

Advanced Emergency Medical Technician (AEMT) 

The AEMT is a health professional whose primary focus is to respond to, assess and triage nonurgent, urgent, and 

emergent requests for medical care, apply basic and focused advanced knowledge and skills necessary to provide patient 

care and/or medical transportation, and facilitate access to a higher level of care when the needs of the patient exceed the 

capability level of the AEMT. The additional preparation beyond EMT prepares an AEMT to improve patient care in 

common emergency conditions for which reasonably safe, targeted, and evidence-based interventions exist. Interventions 

within the AEMT scope of practice may carry more risk if not performed properly than interventions authorized for the 

EMR/EMT levels. With proper supervision, AEMTs may serve as a patient care team member in a hospital or health care 

setting to the full extent of their education, certification, licensure, and credentialing. In a community setting an AEMT 
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might visit patients at home and make observations that are reported to a higher-level authority to help manage a patient’s 

care. 

 

Paramedic 

The paramedic is a health professional whose primary focus is to respond to, assess, and triage emergent, 

urgent, and non-urgent requests for medical care, apply basic and advanced knowledge and skills necessary to 

determine patient physiologic, psychological, and psychosocial needs, administer medications, interpret and use 

diagnostic findings to implement treatment, provide complex patient care, and facilitate referrals and/or access 

to a higher level of care when the needs of the patient exceeds the capability level of the paramedic . Paramedics 

often serve as a patient care team member in a hospital or other health care setting to the full extent of their 

education, certification, licensure, and credentialing. Paramedics may work in community settings where they 

take on additional responsibilities monitoring and evaluating the needs of at-risk patients, as well as intervening 

to mitigate conditions that could lead to poor outcomes. Paramedics help educate patients and the public in the 

prevention and/or management of medical, health, psychological, and safety issues. 
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